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Malaysia Bakal Muktamadkan Akta Antartika Malaysia
- Madius Tangau

SEPANG, 13 Jan (Bernama) -- Kementerian Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi sedang
memuktamadkan Akta Antartika Malaysia untuk dibentangkan di Parlimen bagi
memperkukuh penglibatan Malaysia di benua berkenaan, kata Menteri berkenaan
Datuk Seri Madius Tangau.

Beliau berkata kementerian itu sedang bekerjasama dengan Jabatan Peguam Negara
untuk memuktamadkan akta berkenaan yang akan mengawal selia penglibatan warga
Malaysia di benua Antartika dan menyelaras undang-undang domestik.

Katanya akta itu akan membolehkan Malaysia memenuhi obligasi di bawah Triti
Antartika dan Protokol Madrid ke arah menjadikan Malaysia sebagai negara pihak
perunding triti itu.

“Malaysia telah menyertai triti itu pada 2011 dan masih belum mencapai tahap negara
perunding. Hanya dengan status pihak perunding, Malaysia boleh terlibat dalam proses
membuat keputusan berkaitan Antartic Treaty Area dan memelihara kepentingan
Malaysia," katanya.

Madius yang juga Pengerusi Lembaga Pemegang Amanah Yayasan Penyelidikan
Antartika Sultan Mizan (YPASM) berkata demikian ketika berucap pada majlis meraikan
peserta-peserta Ekspedisi Saintifik ke Antartika 2016 di sini, hari ini.

Lapan penyelidik dari enam universiti tempatan iaitu Universiti Malaya, Universiti Sains
Malaysia, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi Mara, Universiti
Malaysia Terengganu dan International Medical University diraikan sebelum mereka ke
Buenos Aires, Argentina pada 7.10 malam ini.

Pelayaran dan penjelajahan ke benua Antartika akan menggunakan kapal layar
Australis dari Pelabuhan Ushaia, Argentina mulai 18 Januari hingga 8 Februari (22
hari).

Madius berkata ekspedisi yang diselaraskan YPASM dengan kerjasama Pusat
Penyelidikan Antartika Kebangsaan itu melibatkan penjelajahan ke lapan lokasi kajian
iaitu King George Island, Greenwich Island, Deception Island, Davis Coast, Danco
Coast, Graham Coast, Adelaide Island dan Barry Island.

"Penyelidik-penyelidik dengan pelbagai latar belakang sains dan kejuruteraan akan



menjalankan lapan projek penyelidikan dalam biologi, sains atmosfera, geologi dan
kejuruteraan komunikasi," katanya.

Menurutnya kajian berkisar kepada hubung kait antara Antartika, biodiversiti dan
perubahan iklim dengan penekanan kepada gas rumah hijau dan lapisan ozon,
elektromagnetik bumi dan cuaca di ruang angkasa Antartika, geologi dan ciri-ciri
batuan, penyebaran debunga, hidupan marin di Antartika dan penghasilan enzim,
pancaran ultra ungu serta pengembangan sel.

Ekspedisi berkenaaan turut mendapat kerjasama International Centre for Space
Weather Science and Education, Kyushu University, Korean Polar Research Institute,
Australian Antartic Division dan British Antartic Survey, katanya.

Madius berkata penyelidikan dan kajian ekspedisi itu akan menjadi input Mesyuarat
Dwitahunan Jawatankuasa Saintifik bagi Penyelidikan Antartika (SCAR) di Kuala
Lumpur Ogos ini.

Katanya Malaysia menjalankan ekspedisi ke Antartika sejak 1999 dan antara negara
ASEAN terawal terlibat menjalankan penyelidikan di benua ais itu.

-- BERNAMA
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El Nino: Pengguna Pulau Pinang Digesa
Jimatkan Pengunaan Air

GEORGE TOWN, 13 Jan (Bernama) -- Perbadanan Bekalan Air Pulau Pinang Sdn Bhd
(PBAPP) menggesa pengguna air di negeri ini supaya mengurangkan pengunaan air berikutan
musim kering akibat El Nino.

Ketua Pegawai Eksekutifnya Datuk Jaseni Maidinsa berkata berkata PBAPP telah mengaktifkan
status amaran bekalan air berikutan ramalan Jabatan Meteorologi mengenai kemungkinan musim
panas dan kering akibat fenomena 'Super El Nino'.

Katanya jika perlu, PBAPP bersedia untuk melaksanakan inisiatif pengurusan bekalan dan
permintaan air yang membolehkan Pulau Pinang mengelakkan catuan air.

"Ketika perubahan iklim global ini, kita tidak boleh berharap bekalan air akan berterusan. Kami
ingin meminta kerjasama penduduk Pulau Pinang supaya menggunakan air denganh berhemah
berikutan ancaman super El Nino," kata beliau kepada pemberita di sini, hari ini.

Jaseni berkata kapasiti air di Empangan Air Itam Dam, Empangan Teluk Bahang dan Empangan
Mengkuang dapat bertahan sekurang-kurangnya 100 hari tanpa hujan sehingga akhir Mac.

Sementara itu, Pengarah Pendidikan Negeri Shaari Osman berkata pekeliling telah dikeluarkan
kepada semua guru besar dan pengetua sekolah supaya mengambil langkah-langkah sewajarnya
berikitan cuaca panas sekarang.

Beliau berkata mengikut pekeliling oleh Kementerian Pendidikan, sekolah dinasihatkan supaya
mengurangkan pelajar terdedah kepada cuaca panas semasa menjalankan aktiviti luaran.

Jabatan Meteorologi baru-baru ini mengumumkan bahawa cuaca kering dan panas sekarang di
Perlis dan Kedah dijangka dialami di seluruh Semenanjung antara akhir Januari dan Mac ini.

-- BERNAMA
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JAS Terengganu Arah PBT Pantau Pembakaran Terbuka

KUALA TERENGGANU, 13 Jan (Bernama) -- Jabatan Alam Sekitar Negeri Terengganu
mengarahkan pihak berkuasa tempatan (PBT) di setiap daerah tidak melakukan pembakaran terbuka
berikutan fenomena El Nino ketika ini.

Pengarahnya Roshadah Hashim berkata arahan itu juga meliputi pembakaran di tapak pelupusan
sampah (TPS), kawasan hutan dan ladang pertanian.

"PBT serta jabatan dan agensi kerajaan yang berkaitan juga perlu memastikan tidak berlaku
pencerobohan oleh mana-mana pihak lain yang boleh mencetus kebakaran di TPS, kawasan hutan
atau ladang pertanian.

"Cuaca panas ekoran fenomena El Nino ketika ini boleh menyebabkan pembakaran terbuka tidak
terkawal yang akan mendatangkan kemudaratan seperti jerebu, sekali gus mencemar udara kawasan
persekitaran.

"Sebab itu, kita perlu memastikan tiada pembakaran terbuka dilakukan secara sengaja oleh mana-
mana pihak yang tidak bertanggungjawab walau atas alasan apa sekalipun kerana dikhuatiri akan
mencetuskan pembakaran yang besar dan tidak terkawal terutama di kawasan tanah gambut."
katanya.

Beliau yang dihubungi Bernama berkata selain menjalankan kempen kesedaran, pihaknya juga akan
melakukan rondaan yang lebih kerap di tempat berisiko dan mudah terbakar seperti kawasan tanah
gambut.

Roshadah berkata hebahan larangan pembakaran terbuka dan kempen kesedaran alam sekitar itu
dijalankan dengan kerjasama Jabatan Penerangan dan Jabatan Penyiaran serta hebahan melalui
khutbah Jumaat dan Facebook rasmi JAS Terenganu.

"Kami juga ada Seksyen Aduan dan Kontingensi untuk melakukan siasatan terhadap aduan yang
diterima termasuk kes pembakaran terbuka di seluruh negeri," katanya.

Ketika ini terdapat empat kakitangan yang bertugas di Seksyen Aduan dan Kontingensi, dua
daripadanya dikhususkan menyiasat aduan di daerah Kemaman sahaja manakala dua lagi kakitangan
bertanggungjawab menyiasat aduan yang diterima dari daerah lain.

"Bilangan kakitangan yang agak terhad ini bagaimanapun tidak menghalang kami membuat siasatan
dengan pantas, namun kerjasama orang ramai sangat diperlukan untuk mengelak berlakunya
pembakaran terbuka yang boleh menjejaskan kualiti udara", katanya.

Jabatan Meteorologi Malaysia baru-baru ini mengeluarkan kenyataan cuaca panas dan kering yang
kini berlaku di Perlis dan Kedah dijangka turut dirasai di seluruh Semenanjung pada peng-hujung
Januari hingga Mac ini.

-- BERNAMA
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KTIVITI di luar kelas akan

dihentikan sekiranya

keadaan cuaca terlalu pa-
nas akibat fenomena El Nino bagi
mengelak kesihatan murid-mu-
rid dan pelajar terjejas.

Timbalan Menteri Pendidi-
kan, P. Kamalanathan berkata,
kementerian telah mengedarkan
pekeliling berkaitan perkara itu
kepada semua Pejabat Pendidi-
kan Daerah (PPD) dan Jabatan
Pendidikan Negeri di seluruh ne-

gara.

"Kita telah mengedarkan surat
kepada mereka untuk mengawal
dan memantau keadaan cuaca.
Sekiranya cuaca terlalu panas,
pengetua atau guru besar boleh
me untuk tiada lagi
kegiatan di luar bilik darjah.

"Terpulang kepada kebijak-
sanaan pengetua dan guru be-
sar masing-masing. Mereka juga
boleh rujuk arahan dan sekiranya
perlu penjelasan boleh hubungi
PPD untuk mendapatkan nasi-
hat," katanya. |
- Beliau berk{ta demikian ke-
pada pemberita selepas melawat
Sekolah Menengah Kel
(SMK) Meru di Jalan Bukit Kapar,
Kampung Meru di sini yang ter-
libat dalam kebakaran awal pagi

et

Kita telah mengedarkan

surat kepada mereka

untuk mengawal dan
memantau keadaan
cuaca. Sekiranya cuaca

- terlalu panas, pengetua

atau guru besar boleh

mengarahkan untuk
tiada lagi kegiatan
di luar bilik darjah.”

P. KAMALANATHAN
Timbalan Menteri Pendidikan

semalam.

Yang turut hadir, Pengerusi
Majlis Tindakan Persekutuan Se-
langor, Datuk Seri Noh Omar.

Fenomena El Nino yang se-
dang melanda dunia termasuk
Malaysia dijangka mencatatkan
pemanasan suhu paling tinggi
bulan ini dan akan reda bermula
Februari.

Ketua Pengarah Jabatan Mete-
orologi, Datuk Che Gayah Ismail
berkata, El Nino yang bermula
Julai tahun lalu dijangka pulih
sepenuhnya dan menjadi normal
seperti biasa pada Jun ini.
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Penang water utility on
‘supply alert’ to curb rationing

GEORGE TOWN — The state water utility
has activated its “water supply alert” in
preparation for severe dry weather brought
on by the Super El Nino phenomenon.

Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) chief executive officer Datuk
Jaseni Maidinsa said the dry spell could last
up to 100 days and the people should start
conserving water.

He said the arid conditions could be equal
to that of 2014, when water rationing had
to be carried out in several states, including
Penang.

e should be cautious when using
water and they should not create a situation
where water rationing was introduced just as
in 2014 and last year,” he said.

Penang’s main dams in Air Itam and
Teluk Bahang, which last had rain on
Dec 29, were still at a safe level, Jaseni said,
adding that water was also being drawn

from Sungai Muda.

He was confident the dams could continue
to supply water until March, when El Nino
is expected to taper out, but it was vital that
water was not wasted.

Although Penang has 1.6 million
consumers using up to a billion litres of
water daily, Jaseni believed consumption
could drop by at least 10 per cent as locals
were expected to holiday in countries with
cooler climates.

The current water capacity of the Air Itam
dam is at 87.6 per cent and Teluk Bahang
Dam is at 83.2 per cent.

Jaseni said the water level was at 2.53m
in Sungai Muda, which is the main source of
water for the corporation.

“We will continue to monitor the water
level at the dams and Sungai Muda daily. We
will brief the state government and keep the
public informed on the water supply status

regularly,” he said.

Bernama reported that all local government
authorities in Terengganu had been ordered
not to carry out open burning, including at
waste disposal sites, to reduce the effect of
the El Nino phenomenon.

Terengganu Department of Environment
(DOE) director Roshadah Hashim said the

directive covered burning at waste disposal
sites, forests and farming areas.

“The local authosities as well as the
relevant government departments and
agencies are also required to ensure there
is no trespassing by any quarters that could
lead to fire in the areas concerned,” she said.

She said the department would organise
a campaign to enhance public awareness on
the matter, as well as conduct more frequent
patrols in risk areas, like peat soil areas.
The campaign would be organised with the
Information Department.

The Meteorological Department recently
said the current hot and dry weather in Perlis
and Kedah was expected to be felt across the
peninsula between the end of January and
March.

A similar condition is also expected in
Sabah, as well as Limbang and Miri in
Sarawak until the first quarter.
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El Nino reaches maximum

mten31ty this month

EXTREME HEAT: It
could cause water
shortage and hazy
conditions

AINA NASA
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE sweltering El Nino phe-
Tnomenon is expected to reach

its peak this month, Meteo-
rological Department director-gen-
eral Datuk Che Gayah Ismail said.

She said the intensity would de-
pend on the sea surface temperature
of the Pacific Ocean in the equatorial
region.

“El Nino will reach its maximum
intensity this month when the sea
surface temperature of the Pacific
Ocean within the equatorial region
will be between 2.3 and 2.8°C.

“It will start to weaken next month
and last for a few months before
returning to normal after June.”

An increase in the sea surface
temperature of 0.5 to 0.9°C indicates

+ a weak El Nino, 1to 1.5°C a moderate
El Nino and anything above 1.5°C
points to a strong El Nino.

“The impacts of this intense El Ni-
no are an increase in temperature of
between 0.2 and 2°C and decreased
rainfall distribution of between 20
and 60 per cent.

“The areas most affected by the

by Amir Irsyad Omar

decrease in rainfall are the northern
states of Kedah, Perlis, and Penang,
Sabah, and Limbang and Miri in
Sarawak. Kelantan and Terengganu
will experience a decrease of be-
tween 20 and 40 per cent,” said Che
Gayah. She also warned that the
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A padi farmer catching fish at a receding water canal in Permatang Tok Loba, Kepala Batas, yesterday. Pic

haze could return.

“Based on past experience, cities
like Kuala Lumpur and Penang
could see haze during a hot and dry
spell. Already, there are areas which
show a moderate level of Air Pol-
lutant Index (API).”

Checks by the New Straits Times
revealed that, as of 3pm yesterday,
nine areas recorded a moderate AP1
level of between 50 and 100, includ-
ing Jalan Tasek in Ipoh (74), Se-
berang Jaya 2 in Prai (64), Petaling
Jaya (56) and Port Klang (53).
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Rubber tappers need help to cushion blow of low prices

UNFAIR: While they suffer, the same
isn't true for manufacturing industries

READ with interest an article by
NST columnist Salleh Buang, titled
“Who sheds tears for our rubber tap-
pers?” (NST, Jan 7), which effectively
articulates the plight facing the na-
tion’s rubber tappers.

True to his style, the writer paint-
ed a moving picture of life as a rub-
ber tapper. Coming from a rubber-
tapping family himself, he is famil-
iar with the sentiments. There have
been occasions when tapping rub-
o AP R ber could suppon a fairly comfort-
| CFRSIEE  able living. However, most of the
time, the opposite is true. Rubber

tappers are often at the mercy of
world rubber prices. When world
prices are good, as they were four or
five years ago, rubber tappers are the
envy of farmers, but when prices are
down, they can be hit hard. And,
rubber prices have been at historic
lows for some time now.

For the last two or three years,
rubber tappers have lived through
trying times because of depressed
rubber prices. They have been hit
hard by prices that remain persis-
tently low. And, judging by the latest
developments in the global econ-

omy, there does not seem to be
much light at the end of the tunnel.

Most commodities face a similar
predicament. Oversupply and lack-
lustre demand are mostly to blame
for low prices. China, which has
been anchoring the bulk of growth
in world demand in recent years, is
in economic malaise. The same is
true for Europe.

On the supply side, Thailand,
which is the world's leading natural
rubber producer, has a large stock
overhang. The latest news from
Thailand is that it is seriously con-
templating diverting much of excess
inventories for use in road construc-
tion. Rubberised roads have become
fashionable lately. Studies have
shown that by incorporating rubber

Downstream producers should play supportive role

= From Page 12 the latest news is that rubberwood

furniture are selling well in the ex-

recession-proof.
Rubber is not the only material
that rubber smallholders supply to
the manufacturing sector. Another
important item is rubberwood. And,

There must be a workable mech-

times of depressed rubber prices,
rubber tappers who are suffering
can do with from manu-
facturers. It is like the profitable part
of the value chain subsidising the
loss-making part.

The truth is, the government has,
for years, been trying to create such

value to the raw material. And, the
profits they make are to be ploughed

back to support growing by rubber
smallholders.

Unfortunately, such initiatives
have not truly delivered. Instead,
privately run manufacturers are the
ones that make it happen. We need

in roads, their durability improves.
There is also less maintenance need-

prices.
While rubber tappers languish in
poverty, the same is not true for
downstream manufacturing indus-
tries, which the natural rubber pro-
duced by rubber tappers has cre-
ated.

Take the glove manufacturing in-
dustry, for example. The latest we

pansion plans. It is a clear testimony
to the fact that it is very profitable
indeed. Despite the slowing global

= Continued next page

The writer is a fellow at the Academy of
Sciences Malaysia



